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Class Schedules: 
 

 
Semester 

 
Group 

 

 
Seminar 
Session 
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Exam Date & 
Time 
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Preclusions 

 

Term 2, 

AY2014/2015 

 

G1 

 

 

Weekly Tuesdays, 

12:00-15:15 

 

TBA 

 

Tuesday, 

21 April 2015 

1:00PM 

 

None 

 
 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 

“The deviant and the conformist...are creatures of the same culture, inventions of the 

same imagination.” ― Kai Theodor Erikson 

 

Crime and deviance are universal features of all societies. They are often exciting and 

popular areas of investigation for sociology and sociologists. What constitutes crime and 

deviance however varies across cultures and through time. Their changeability suggests that 

crime and deviance are socially constructed categories. Who defines acts of crime and 

deviance in a particular society? Why do certain acts become deviant or criminalised in a 

particular society at a particular point in time? How can the cross-culturally relative notions 

of crime and deviance be sociologically accounted for? What are the tools necessary to 

disseminate who and what are to be considered deviant or normal and to impose these 

definitions upon society at large? 

 

This module distinguishes the sociological analysis of crime and deviance categorisations 

from biological and psychological explanations of criminality and deviance that are rooted in 

the individual. Students will trace the historical development of sociological theories of crime 

and deviance. This includes the seeing criminals and deviants as preserving social order 

through the functionalist perspective, theorising anomie as a motivator of criminality and 

deviance, understanding gangs and subcultures as resistors of mainstream culture and 

analysing criminalisation as tools of the powerful to oppress those they govern. These 

perspectives will be utilised and illustrated through a study of the changing patterns of 

defining and controlling crime and deviance in Singapore society with reference to selected 

substantive issues. Students will learn that social control is at the heart of crime and deviance 

management. If the state has access to the laws, courts and police to criminalise individuals, 

the rest of us have recourse to informal ways of reinforcing or challenging social control like 

collective action, labelling, prejudice and discrimination. Throughout the course, students are 

encouraged to be reflective about how their everyday actions in Singapore society, which is 
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extensively governed by laws and norms, fluctuate between that of conformists and deviants 

and to be critical of the social construction of normative orders. 

 

 

COURSE OBJECTIVES  
 

Upon successful completion of this course students will be able to:  

 Sharpen their foundational grasp of the sociological imagination in relation to crime 

and deviance issues; 

 Critically examine the major theoretical perspectives in Sociology of Crime and 

Deviance – Theories of Functionalism, Strain and Anomie, Ecology, Illegitimate 

Opportunity Structures, Subculture, Rational Economic Choice, and Labelling– and 

be able to apply them in the analysis of various substantive issues across contexts; 

 Appreciate the interplay of individual psychology, family structure, criminal justice 

system, political culture, and social interactions in explaining the manifestations of 

crime and deviance, rehabilitative potential, and rates of recidivism; 

 Appreciate the purpose of sociology beyond explaining and describing deviant and 

criminal behaviour in a detached manner but to use sociological insights to produce 

social policy that limits the effects of crime and helps policy makers and decision 

makers to reduce or limit the account of so-called undesirable activities; 

 

 

COURSE ASSESSMENT 
 

 

Mode of Assessment 

 

 

Percentage of Total Grade 

Class Attendance and Participation 

 

15% 

5 In-Class Quizzes  

 

25% 

Term Paper 15% 

 

In-Class Presentation of Term Paper Project 15% 

 

Final Examination 30% 

 

Total 

 

100% 

 

 

 Class Attendance & Participation (15% of total grade) 

Students are expected to read the required readings before class to participate in the 

discussion. Class participation will be assessed based on the quality of participation in the 

class, with higher marks given to students who relate inputs to the course readings and 

express individual ideas articulately and succinctly. Throughout the course, a classroom 

environment of acceptance, respect and tolerance for diversity of views is expected and will 

be reinforced. 
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 5 In-class Quizzes (25% of total grade) 

There will be 5 in-class quizzes. These quizzes will include multiple choice and short answer 

questions.  

 

 Term Paper (15% of total grade) 

For the term paper, students are expected to follow the following basic steps: 

1) Identify a topic of interest from a prepared list provided by the lecturer or through their 

own selection, 

2) Draft a research question and prepare a 1-2 page outline to identify their analytical 

approach, data resources, and available academic literature, 

3) Get approval of the research question, approach and outline from the course lecturer,  

4) Proceed with primary data collection or secondary data analysis, and 

5) Prepare a maximum 2000 word essay detailing the sociological analysis of the primary 

or secondary sources. 

 

Students must work in groups of 5 people each. Each group can do either primary or 

secondary research on one of the seminar topics taught in the course. Students interested in 

doing primary research and talking to human subjects can undertake quantitative survey or 

qualitative interviews with their informants. Secondary research (also known as desk research) 

on the other hand involves the summary, collation and/or synthesis of existing research. 

Following their research, students will write and submit a maximum 2000 word essay 

(excluding footnotes, graphs, figures and charts) with full bibliographic citations. In the 

beginning of term, the lecturer will review different guidelines for research and help 

familiarise students with the techniques needed for research paper preparation. 

 

 Class Presentation of Term Paper Project (15% of the total grade) 

In addition to submitting a term paper, each group will be asked to give a presentation of their 

research topic, methodology and findings to the seminar. The last two weeks of the term will 

be used for presentations of papers, and each student will be assigned to a time slot during 

this time. The presentation will typically be a verbal reworking of the term paper. The 

primary purpose of the presentations is to share the work that you have been doing with one 

another. The audience for these presentations will be the instructor and the other students of 

this course. This means that you can assume that your listeners have an understanding of the 

language, concepts, and readings that we have used and studied over the term. Each group 

timeslot will be approximately 30 minutes. The presenters should speak for 20 minutes and 

leave 10 minutes for questions and answers.  

 

 Final Examination (30% of total grade) 

Students will be required to sit for a final two-hour, closed book examination at the end of 

term. The final exam will consist of two sections. In Section A, all students must attempt the 

compulsory question given. In Section B, students will choose to answer one question from a 

list of four possible questions. Each section will be weighed at 15% of the exam. 
 
 

COURSE TEXTBOOK IN LIBRARY COURSE RESERVES 
 
Downes, David and Paul Rock (2007) Understanding Deviance: A Guide to the Sociology of 

Crime and Rule-Breaking. New York: Pearson. Oxford: Oxford University Press. 
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WEEKLY SEMINAR SCHEDULE 
 

WEEK 1 
6 JAN 2015 

SEMINAR SESSION 1: 
COURSE BRIEFING AND PANORAMA OF SOCIOLOGY OF CRIME AND DEVIANCE  
 

 This seminar is a summary statement of the debate in conceptualisations of 

crime and deviance and contributions made by the pioneers in sociology of 

crime and deviance. Both sociologists of crime and deviance and 

criminologists have neglected the historical development of ideas and 

theories. This seminar traces the major strands of thought running 

throughout the pioneers theorists of crime and deviance to evaluate the 

major contributions made to criminology, the issues which result 

therefrom, and indications of the ways in which these issues have 

influenced the modern criminologist. If we understand the pioneers, then 

we can better understand the current issues that are of interest in 

criminology. A historical evaluation of criminology is of no value unless 

we relate it to the things which criminologists are doing today. This 

seminar proposes that criminologists today are interested in certain 

problems because they are involved in the theoretical issues developed by 

the pioneers. 

 
COMPULSORY READING LIST: 
Downes, David and Paul Rock (2007) Understanding Deviance: A Guide 

to the Sociology of Crime and Rule-Breaking. New York: Pearson. 

Oxford: Oxford University Press. 

 Read Chapter 1: Confusion and Diversity  

  

Liazos, Alexander (1972) “The Poverty of the Sociology of Deviance: 

Nuts, Sluts, and Perverts” Social Problems 20(1): 103-120.  

 
WEEK 2 

13 JAN 2015 
SEMINAR SESSION 2: 
NORMAL VS. PATHOLOGICAL: POSITIVIST PERSPECTIVE OF CRIMINALS  
 

 The Italian physician Cesare Lombroso, one of the first scientific 

criminologists and a forensic psychiatrist, was an outstanding exponent of 

positivistic naturalism. His work engendered unending controversies, 

especially for the aspects concerning the absence of free will. Lombroso 

related criminal behaviour primarily to biological factors such as atavism, 

epilepsy and moral insanity, while under-emphasising the importance of 

environmental influences in causing crime. 

 

This seminar provides students with a foundational understanding of the 

positivist perspective of crime and deviance. The positivist perspective 

consists of three assumptions about what criminal and deviant behaviour 

are. These assumptions can be broadly categorized as (1) absolutism, (2) 

objectivism, and (3) determinism. In this seminar, students will learn how 

positivists define deviance and crime and in so doing define what subject 

to study, what method to use for the study, and what kind of theory to use 

to make sense of the subject. More importantly, students will learn the link 

between positivist criminology and pathologization as the most common 
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axiomatic principle structuring criminological discourses and practices, 

irrespective of disciplinary affiliations. Typically, this is restricted to 

various research linking crime to pathological bodily economies 

(biopathologization) or pathological psychological structures 

(psychopathologization), although it is sometimes extended to early 

sociological theories, such as the social disorganization thesis. 

 

COMPULSORY READING LIST: 
Wolfgang, Marvin E. (1955) ‘Pioneers in Criminology: Cesare Lombroso’ 

Journal of Criminal Law, Criminology, and Police Science 52(4): 361-

391. 

 

Ferracuti, Stefano (1996) “Cesare Lombroso (1835–1907)” The Journal of 

Forensic Psychiatry 7(1): 130-149. 

 

De Block, Andreas and Pieter Adriaens (2013) ‘Pathologizing Sexual 

Deviance: A History’ Journal of Sex Research 50(3-4): 276-298. 

WEEK 3 
20 JAN 2015 

SEMINAR SESSION 3: 
BECCARIA AND RATIONAL CHOICE: BEGINNING OF A CONSTRUCTIVIST 

APPROACH TO CRIME AND DEVIANCE 
 

 The roots of rational choice theory trace back to the classical school of 

criminology and to the work of great eighteenth and nineteenth century 

philosophers Cesare Beccaria and Jeremy Bentham. Both men were 

mainly interested in the control of crime through the manipulation of penal 

sanctions rather than the direct observations of criminals or the analysis of 

aggregate crime data. Firm adherents to the free will philosophy that was 

fishionable in Enlightenment Europe, they believed that man could 

determine his own destiny by the use of reason and knowledge. These 

early criminal law and penal reformers defined crime in legal terms and 

regarded the offender as morally guilty because he had freely chosen to 

commit a criminal act. 

 
COMPULSORY READING LIST: 
Monachesi, Elio (1955) “Pioneers in Criminology: Cesare Beccaria” The 

Journal of Criminal Law, Criminology, and Police Science, 46(4): 439-

449. 
 

Paternoster, Raymond. (2010) “How much do we really know about 

criminal deterrence?” Journal of Criminal Law & Criminology 100(3): 

765-823. 

 

Apel, Robert (2013) “Sanctions, Perceptions, and Crime: Implications for 

Criminal Deterrence” Journal of Quantitative Criminology 29(1): 67-101. 
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WEEK 4 
27 JAN 2015 

SEMINAR SESSION 4: 
DURKHEIM’S ANOMIE AND FUNCTIONALIST PERSPECTIVE OF CRIME AND 

DEVIANCE  
 

 This seminar introduces Durkheim as the main architect of the 

functionalist perspective of crime. Durkheim reasoned that crime was 

endemic to all societies. Durkheim argued as crime was evident to all 

societies it must be seen as a normal endemic feature. Most importantly 

Durkheim reasoned, crime and the subsequent punishment provides a 

positive social function as it establishes and maintains a social consensus 

about what is and isn’t deviant behaviour. Therefore crime is a normal 

aspect of a healthy society; as a society without any crime must be 

extremely repressive and dysfunctional. This seminar also addresses 

contemporary research on the functionalist theory of crime and deviance 

and its policy implications. 
 

 COMPULSORY READING LIST: 
Downes, David and Paul Rock (2007) Understanding Deviance: A Guide 

to the Sociology of Crime and Rule-Breaking. New York: Pearson. 

Oxford: Oxford University Press. 

 Read Chapter 4: Functionalism, Deviance, and Control  

 Read Chapter 5: Anomie  

 

Ziyanak, Sebahattin and James L. Williams (2014) “Functionalist 

Perspective on Deviance” International Journal of Human Sciences 11(2): 

1-9. 

 

Smith, Philip (2008) “Durkheim and Criminology: Reconstructing the 

Legacy” Australian & New Zealand Journal of Criminology 41(3): 333-

344. 

 

Roshier, Bob. (1977) “The Function of Crime Myth” Sociological Review 

25(2): 309-323. 

 

Liska, Allen and Barbara Warner (1991) “Functions of Crime: A 

Paradoxical Process” American Journal of Sociology 96(6): 1441-63. 
 

WEEK 5 
3 FEB 2015 

SEMINAR SESSION 5: 
MERTON AND STRAIN THEORY 
 

 Following on the work of Émile Durkheim, Robert K. Merton developed 

the structural strain theory as an extension of the functionalist perspective 

on deviance. This theory traces the origins of deviance to the tensions that 

are caused by the gap between cultural goals and the means people have 

available to achieve those goals. Strain theory states that social structures 

within society may pressure citizens to commit crime. Strain theories have 

subsequently been advanced by Albert K. Cohen (1955), Richard Cloward 

and Lloyd Ohlin (1960), Neil Smelser (1963), Robert Agnew (1992), and 

Steven Messner and Richard Rosenfeld (1994).   
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COMPULSORY READING LIST: 
Downes, David and Paul Rock (2007) Understanding Deviance: A Guide 

to the Sociology of Crime and Rule-Breaking. New York: Pearson. 

Oxford: Oxford University Press. 

 Read Chapter 5: Anomie  

 

Merton, Robert (1938) “Social Structure and Anomie” American 

Sociological Review 3(5): 672-682. 

 

Featherstone, Richard and Mathieu Deflem (2003) “Anomie and Strain: 

Context and Consequences of Merton’s Two Theories” Sociological 

Inquiry 73(4): 471-489. 

 

WEEK 6 
10 FEB 2015 

SEMINAR SESSION 6: 
THEORIES OF SUBCULTURE, ECOLOGY, AND SOCIAL DISORGANIZATION 
   

 Sub-cultural theories of crime and deviance can, perhaps, be seen as 

developments on explicitly ecological theories although, as we will see, 

they retain a strong theoretical undercurrent of functionalist assumptions 

about the nature of the social world. While it is evident that the general 

focus on the nature of cultural transmission and its relationship to 

behaviour involves a relatively strong structuralist thread, there is also 

involved a clear strand of theoretical thinking that resembles some more-

explicitly interactionist ideas. It discusses the network of people within 

which a person belongs, with whom he develops strong ties, influences his 

actions and provides the environment that makes him prone to commit a 

crime. It describes a study on disorganized community without common 

values but responds collectively to local problems and achieve social 

control. The subculture of gangs in society to show rebellion, equality, 

racism is also discussed. 
  

 COMPULSORY READING LIST: 
Downes, David and Paul Rock (2007) Understanding Deviance: A Guide 

to the Sociology of Crime and Rule-Breaking. New York: Pearson. 

Oxford: Oxford University Press. 

 Read Chapter 6: Culture and Subculture  

 

Blackman, Shane (2014) “Subculture Theory: An Historical and 

Contemporary Assessment  of the Concept for Understanding Deviance” 

Deviant Behaviour 35(6): 496-512. 

 

Weisburd, David, Elizabeth R. Groff and Sue-Ming Yang (2014) The 

Importance of Both Opportunity and Social Disorganization Theory in a 

Future Research Agenda to Advance Criminological” British Journal of 

Criminology 51(4): 499-508. 
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WEEK 7 
17 FEB 2015 

SEMINAR SESSION 7: 
DELINQUENCY AND OPPORTUNITY  
 

 Cloward and Ohlin's (1960) explanation of delinquency and subculture, as 

well as extending and refining some of Merton amd Cohen's arguments, 

contests aspects of it.  Deviant behavior—crime in particular—was not 

just a response to limited institutionalized means of success. Rather, crime 

also resulted from increased access to illegitimate opportunity structures, 

or various illegal means to achieve success. These structures, such as 

crime, are often more available to poor people living in urban slums. In the 

inner city, a poor person can become involved in prostitution, robbery, 

drug dealing, or loan sharking to make money. While these activities are 

clearly illegal, they often provide opportunities to make large amounts of 

money, as well as gain status among one’s peers. 
 

 COMPULSORY READING LIST: 
Short, James, Ramon Rivera, and Ray Tennyson (1965) “Perceived 

Opportunities, Gang Membership and Delinquency” American 

Sociological Review 30(1): 56-67. 

 

WEEK 8 
24 FEB 2015 

 

 
SEMESTER BREAK 

WEEK 9 
3 MAR 2015 

SEMINAR SESSION 9: 
LABELLING, POLICING, AND SOCIAL CONTROL 

 Instead of looking at why some social groups commit more crime, the 

labelling theory asks why some people committing some actions come to 

be defined as deviant, while others do not. Labelling theory is also 

interested in the effects of labelling on individuals. Labelling theorists note 

that most people commit crimes at some time in their lives but not 

everyone becomes defined as a deviant or a criminal. So how does this 

process of defining a person as deviant work?  
 

 COMPULSORY READING LIST: 
McGrath, Andrew James (2014) “The Subjective Impact of Contact With 

the Criminal Justice System: The Role of Gender and Stigmatization” 

Crime & Delinquency 60(6) 884–908. 

 

Bernburg, Jón Gunnar, Marvin D. Krohn and Craig J. Rivera (2006) 

“Official Labeling, Criminal Embeddedness, and Subsequent Delinquency: 

A Longitudinal Test of Labeling Theory” Journal of Research in Crime 

and Delinquency 43(1): 67-88. 

 

WEEK 10 
10 MAR 2015 

SEMINAR SESSION 10: 
FEMINIST CRIMINOLOGY 

 The feminist school of criminology is a school of criminology developed 

in the late 1960s and into the 1970s as a reaction to the perceived general 

disregard and discrimination of women in the traditional study of crime. 

Proponents assert that the patriarchal domination of the field of 

criminology has led to the field being inherently biased and androcentric. 
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This, they argue, leads mainstream criminology to either generalise or 

ignore criminological inquiry relevant to women. This 'sexism' in 

criminology also influences the sentencing, punishment, and imprisonment 

of women who are not expected to be criminals and, if they are, they may 

be described as 'mad not bad'. 
 

 COMPULSORY READING LIST: 
Downes, David and Paul Rock (2007) Understanding Deviance: A Guide 

to the Sociology of Crime and Rule-Breaking. New York: Pearson. 

Oxford: Oxford University Press. 

 Read Chapter 11: Feminist Criminology  
 

Chesney-Lind, Meda, Merry Morash (2013) “Transformative Feminist 

Criminology: A Critical Re-thinking of a Discipline” Critical Criminology 

21(3): 287-304. 
 

WEEK 11 
17 MAR 2015 

SEMINAR SESSION 11: 
WHITE COLLAR CRIME   

 For over 20 years, white collar crime (WCC) researchers have empirically 

demonstrated that white collar crime is under-represented in the 

criminological and criminal justice literature relative to traditional street 

crimes. Despite overwhelming data demonstrating the greater loss of life, 

higher injuries and illnesses, and larger economic losses caused by white 

collar, the disciplines of criminology and criminal justice have historically 

focused their research sights to a far greater degree on conventional crimes 

resulting in a sizeable imbalance between white collar and traditional 

crime representation in the criminological literature. This seminar will 

discuss why white-collar crimes are neglected and what steps have been 

taken to redress this limitation. 

 
COMPULSORY READING LIST: 
Moore, Elizabeth and Michael Mills (1990) “The Neglected Victims and 

Unexamined Costs of White-Collar Crime” Crime and Delinquency 36(3): 

408-418. 

 

Simpson, Sally (2013) “White-Collar Crime: A review of Recent 

Developments and and Promising Directions for Future Research” Annual 

Review of Sociology 39(1): 309-331. 

 
WEEK 12 

24 MAR 2015 
SEMINAR SESSION 12: 
IN-CLASS GROUP PRESENTATIONS OF TERM PAPER 
 

 The last two weeks of the term will be used for presentations of papers, 

and each student will be assigned to a time slot during this time. Each 

group will be asked to give a presentation of their research topic and 

findings to the seminar.  

WEEK 13 
31 MAR 2015  

SEMINAR SESSION 13: 
IN-CLASS QUIZ 
IN-CLASS GROUP PRESENTATIONS OF TERM PAPER AND CONCLUSION 

 


